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It was 2 years ago this week that a March Annesley Newsletter was sent out, discussing plans for Easter
services and spring events, but also containing a caution about staying safe from a strange sounding
virus that was not yet a part of our everyday lives, but was predicted to be something to be concerned
about. Proper hand washing procedures were being passed around, and instructions to avoid touching
your face, reminders to sneeze or cough into your elbow, and to stay 6 feet away if possible. Mask use
was not yet an everyday thing for people who weren’t in hospitals or labs.
Two years later, we have all learned to include ‘mask’ in the “wallet, keys, glasses…” mantra we say
when we leave our houses to run an errand. Much has changed in our everyday lives, but what has
stayed the same at Annesley is that there are many people working many hours, often ‘behind the
scenes’. During the pandemic, the challenge has been to try to fulfill the spiritual needs of the
Annesley family, when we could not be together for regular worship, coffee hour, committee meetings
and social events (including fundraisers). Some of the faces have changed from the first meetings we
had to discuss “What can we do…?” We miss Rev. John and David Fries, but there are others who have
very capably and willingly stepped up to do what had to be done to let people know that even when we
could not be together, We Are Not Alone.
Now that there have been some lifting of restrictions, and we are starting to look forward to doing the
little things that we took for granted before March, 2020 - such as visits from distant friends or singing
in church, the people, who are Annesley, are still there, working to cautiously keep everyone safe, still
with the same goal in mind - to try to meet the spiritual needs of the Annesley family, which has now
expanded to viewers at home.
The YouTube services have been something to grow out of the situation we have been in. Some of the
services have had up to 800 ‘views’! Now, with services back in the building, there are still usually
100+ who watch the service at home. We started with a highly polished production, which was very
time consuming and labour intensive. It would have been impossible to continue that when we started
meeting in person, so equipment was researched and purchased and installed, to do live-streaming and
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recording, capturing every sneeze (or thermal mug drop, or paper shuffle!) Many people cannot or will
not return, so the YouTube services are still reaching out to those people. Lynn Wyvill of our
congregation has summed up the feeling of the early online services very well in the following poem:
COVID Sanctuary
The organ plays in a vacant church.
Dust motes dance on empty pews.
Cameras slide on rolling frames.
Lights on stilts beam from above.
Annesley service take one!
The clapper clacks the starting frame.
The preacher steps up
to remove his mask,
and begins to read
a familiar verse.
The technician’s brow furrows,
as the furnace roars.
Take it from the top.
Rolling on one.
Rolling on two.
Annesley service take two!
A prayer speaks
to a room of a few.
Listeners unseen.
Worship online.
Someone in Belleville
gives a thumbs up.
A friend in Chilliwack
listens and prays.
Long distance worship
aches for the warmth
of a friendly space
where all is heard,
held
and offered as prayer

by Lynn Wyvill

A REMINDER TO TURN
YOUR CLOCKS
FORWARD BY 1 HOUR
SATURDAY NIGHT
(MARCH 12TH)

Upcoming
Services
Mar. 13th
10:30 a.m.
Lent 2
Mar 20th
10:30 a.m.
Lent 3
March 27th
10:30 a.m.
Lent 4
April 3rd
10:30 a.m.
Lent 5 & Pretzel making
with John Lewis
April 10th
10:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday & Communion
Maundy Thursday
Service at Christ Church

April 15th
2:00 p.m.
Good Friday service

Apr. 17th
10:30 a.m.
Easter Worship
Service

Annesley is having a
SKATING PARTY!!!!
When?

THIS SUNDAY
MAY 13th
Where? ROCKLYN
ARENA
Skating from 2 – 3,
followed by Hot
chocolate/Coffee and
Donuts
Everyone is invited to join
in the fun!

3

IN MEMORIAM
William Charles Timmins
Kathryn Ann Coburn
Stuart Russell Hill
Brian Seymour Bumstead
James Winston Parker
Christopher Michael Brown
Terry Allan Thompson
Mary Isabel Thistlethwaite
Harold William Parker
Ruth Lena Florence Astbury
Keith Charles Dennis

Nov. 29, 2021
Dec. 1, 2021
Dec. 18, 2021
Dec. 30, 2021
Jan. 1, 2022
Jan. 2, 2022
Jan. 3, 2022
Jan. 16, 2022
Feb. 17, 2022
Feb. 21, 2022
Feb. 24, 2022

Congregational Emails
Friends, there is an old hymn that says in part: “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian
love; …We share each other’s woes, each others burden bear; and often for each other flows the
sympathizing tear.”
We are often unsure of what to do with news about one another, as we both want to share to support
each other while still respecting privacy.
To that end....if you would like us to share news of illness or deaths in your family with the
congregational email list, please email to annesley@markdalecable.com , and include the
information, as well as letting us know what we can share.
As a congregation, we are seeking to hold one another up in love and prayer.

More Annesley generosity!
The Centering Prayer group recently requested that
our Annesley community contribute money so we
could once again send lunches of appreciation to the
local health care staff at the Markdale hospital and
Grey Gables. To date already over $600 has been
raised!
Thank you so much for your generosity.
What a wonderful response!
We are in the process of organizing lunch deliveries
which will be accompanied with a note expressing
our members’ continued appreciation.
We will update you when we have done so.
Members of the Centering Prayer Group
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Worth Celebrating! Thank you!
Thanks to the generosity of Annesley members, $880 has been
raised for the “ I Care..I Walk” fundraiser for the Grey Bruce
Spiritual Care Council. The Council supports providers who
journey with individuals and families in Grey Bruce hospitals to
give care and connect them with their personal sense of faith and
spirituality during difficult times. 95% of the money raised goes
directly to bedside care and programs and 5% to Administration.
On behalf of the Annesley pastoral care team, a huge thank you to
our donors/sponsors!
Pictured here are pastoral care members Heather Spry and Jill
Lawford with friend Lera Ryan. We renamed the fundraiser “I
Care....I Snowshoe”!
(Dogs, Bryn and Katie refused to pose for
the photo but were enthusiastic participants).

FLOWERS FOR THE EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE
If you would like to provide Easter Flowers in memory of a loved one to decorate the
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, (April 17th), please call the office (519) 986-3019, so that
names can be printed in the Easter bulletin.
They can be delivered to the church any time the week before the Sunday Easter service.
Silk floral arrangements are also welcome, as some people are sensitive to the scent of
lilies. You are welcome take the flowers home after the Easter service.

FundScrip: The next FundScrip order
date will be Sunday, March 27th
FundScrip orders earned $2,815.26 for
Annesley in 2021!
Place an order this month and see how easy
it is to raise money just by buying a gift
card that you can use for gas or groceries.
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Grey Smoke - Grey Highlands Fire and Fire
Services - Then and Now
This is a documentary is about professionals.
Dedicated volunteer men and women that have
served the people of Grey Highlands in times of
need for over 150 years. A story about fire and
firefighting, told by firefighters.
From the early days of wood structures and
horse drawn equipment, to the latest in hi tech
protection, the program also reveals some of the darker sides of what these special people
face every time they get in a fire truck. Challenges, tragedy, lessons learned, physical and
mental preparation, triumph and satisfaction - all are part of our most ancient association
with fire. See the documentary at the link on the Annesley website, on the Markdale
Cultural Channel, or at this link:
Grey Smoke - Grey Highlands Fire and Fire Services Then and Now

Do you receive Broadview Magazine? Subscriptions are now due for March renewal.
Cost is still $25, and payment can be dropped off at the office or mailed to Annesley at, PO
Box 573, Markdale, ON N0C 1H0. There are still 10 subscribers who have not paid for the
renewal. Are you one of them?
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Annesley Financial Statements- December 31, 2021
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HARRISTON MEAT PACKERS SALE- BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!
Last spring, a very successful Harriston Meat Packers sale was
held to replace our Pork Chop BBQ. Orders were taken, and
the packages of frozen items were available for pickup at
Annesley on a Friday evening.
If you did not order last year because a box would be too
much for 1 person, we can match you with others who are
interesting in sharing orders. Let us know.
This year, we will be holding the sale in time for everyone to
have their products in time for the May long weekend! Order
forms will be available in April. Start planning your grilling
season now!
Emergency Response – Ukraine
On February 24th, the armed conflict between
the Russian Federation and Ukraine erupted, costing
precious lives and creating a humanitarian crisis as
people flee from the conflict. The U.N. estimates that
hundreds of thousands of people, displaced from their
homes, are seeking refuge in neighbouring countries.
Many have lost friends and loved ones, struggle to
meet their basic needs, and face an uncertain future.
United Church Mission & Service partners are
responding to the rapidly unfolding crisis.
You can help. Right now, people urgently need shelter, clean water, food, and medical
attention.
Please show your support by making a gift today:
-Online https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/conflict-ukraine
via our secure donation page.
--Phone 416-231-5931 or toll-free 1-800-268-3781 ext. 2738
and use your Visa or MasterCard.
-Send a cheque or money order to: The United Church of Canada
Philanthropy Unit - Emergency Response
3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 200 Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4
Please be sure to note "Emergency Response—Ukraine" on the face of your cheque.
Note: As part of the United Church’s Emergency Response Fund, 100% of your donation
goes directly to emergency relief, with 85% of your donation responding to this
designated emergency and 15% responding to future emergencies that do not receive
intense media coverage. Donations to Mission & Service enable the United Church to cover
all of the costs of emergency response work without deducting any fees from your
donation.
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Visioning Committee Update
The Annesley U C Visioning Committee has now had 6 productive meetings in which we have been
developing some possible directions for the church to work toward. Most of our work to date has
been around the future of the church building itself since there are more potential opportunities
available to us.
Ministry has continued to be a challenge; however, there have been some discussions with other
places of faith about potential partnerships which have included, shared ministry, staff, space, and
the possibility of streaming services between churches or churches could each contribute a portion
of a whole service.. To date, we have had responses from Meaford and Georgian Shores. Both
churches have expressed some interest in working with Annesley, although further discussions
would be needed. We have had one exploratory meeting with Meaford.. They are interested in a
possible shared ministry (50%) including pastoral care support. In recent years they have invested a
considerable amount of money to maintain the church building which they plan to keep. Respective
Community of Faith and Financial Records are in the process of being shared. A small delegation
from Meaford attended Annesley on Feb. 3rd to consult with our Technical Ministry Team around
improving their streaming capabilities. We have booked an additional meeting with Meaford for
Feb.16th for further discussions and to help us get to know each other better. The Visioning
Committee will continue to reach out and/or wait for responses from other faith groups.
Pulpit Supply is filled for every Sunday through the end of April.
For the church, we have met with a variety of outside agencies for potential partnerships.
Community Hub – We have had discussions with a Toronto based theater/dance company. This
organization has been very helpful in providing ideas for a potential Community Arts Hub. We
have consulted and plan to visit a similar arrangement at St. Joseph’s Kingsbridge Community
Centre near Goderich. There has also been discussion around informing the community of
Markdale/Grey Highlands about concerns for the future of Annesley United Church.
UPRC - Meetings have been held with the United Church Property Resource Corporation. This
group works to repurpose sections of churches for potential affordable residential opportunities.
Recognizing that there is a need for housing in Markdale makes this a potentially positive
opportunity. The UPRC will visit the church and develop a possible plan, with no required
commitment.
Daycare – We had a meeting with George Prentice of First United in Owen Sound. He was involved
in the development and operation of a daycare in their church, and now rent out to Queen of
Hearts Daycare. The proprietor of Queen of Hearts expressed interest and provided an
introductory proposal for partnership. The Queen of Hearts daycare owner has visited Annesley
but unfortunately indicated that the creation of a daycare in the basement would not be feasible
due to building issues (windows, washrooms, and kitchen).
On Feb. 6th the Visioning Committee had an exciting meeting with architect, Lloyd Hunt. It was
encouraging that he had many similar thoughts about ways the church can be used. Lloyd recognized
the potential that the building has, considering the expected population growth in the area and the
facilities that Annesley already has. The sanctuary is very well suited to concerts considering the
4 easy exits and the compart mentalization of the building make it adaptable. A Life Safety Study
would be easily secured.
(Continued on next page)
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We have enjoyed working with each other, and continue to be excited about the possibilities for
Annesley United Church. If you have any questions or wish to provide input into the Visioning
process, please contact Kathy Fraser, kbfraser9@sympatico.ca, 519-986-7401 or Dale Beare,
dale.beare49@gmail.com, 519-270-0785.
The Visioning Committee

Join us for the April 3rd Sunday Service - John Lewis will be making pretzels
with the children
Pretzels come in many flavors, shapes, and sizes — not unlike us. If you take a moment to look at the typical
twist pretzel, you can see that it is a model of the common prayer position from the early 600s of folding your
arms over each other on your chest and putting your hands on your shoulders.
Pretzels were developed as an option to satisfy abstinence and fasting law s of the time. Eggs, fat, and milk
were forbidden during Lent. So, the remaining ingredients that one could use included water, flour, and salt. A
young monk baked the first pretzel — making a Lenten bread of water, flour, and salt, forming the dough into
the prayer position of the day and baking it as soft bread. These first pretzels would have been much like the
soft pretzels we have today.









1 and 1/2 cups (360ml) warm water (lukewarm, no need to take temperature)
1 packet active dry or instant yeast (2 and 1/4 teaspoons)
1 teaspoon salt
1 Tablespoon (15ml) granulated sugar
3 and 3/4 – 4 and 1/2 cups (480-530g) all-purpose flour + more for
work surface (or mix of whole wheat flour and all-purpose flour)
1 large egg, beaten
coarse sea salt, for sprinkling

Put ½ cup (125 ml) warm water in a warmed, medium-sized mixing bowl and add 1 T. (15ml) sugar.
Sprinkle 1 packet of yeast on top and leave for 10 minutes. Add remaining 1 cup (250 ml) of water and 1
tsp. (5ml) salt, and stir. Add flour, stirring at 2 ½ cups, adding ½ cup at a time and stirring with a
wooden spoon until dough is thick. Add flour until dough is no longer sticky. Poke the dough with your
finger-if it bounces back, it is ready to knead. Turn the dough onto a floured surface. Knead for about
3 minutes and shape into a ball.
To shape pretzels: cut off pieces of dough the size of a walnut and roll into a long ‘snake’ take the
ends and draw them together so the dough forms a circle. Twist the ends, then bring them towards
yourself and press them down into a pretzel shape. Pinch dough together where it touches. Mix egg
and milk together and brush over each pretzel. Sprinkle with coarse salt. Bake in preheated 400F
(200C) oven on parchment paper for about 15 mins until brown. Allow to cool and enjoy. Serve warm or
at room temperature. Pretzels may be stored in an airtight container or zipped top bag for up to 3 days
(will lose softness).
(ALTERNATIVE: USE REFRIGERATED BREAD STICK DOUGH TO SHAPE PRETZELS AND BAKE
ACCORDING TO PACKAGE DIRECTIONS .)

Join us for

Easter and Holy Week Services
at

Annesley United Church, Markdale
Sunday, April 10th, 2022 10:30 a.m.

Palm Sunday Service with Communion
Friday, April 15th

2:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 17th

10:30 a.m.

Good Friday Service

Easter Sunday Service

COVID Protocols in effect

82 Toronto Street South, Markdale

